Year :- 2023 Success story-1

Thematic Area: Mix cropping and value addition

“Date Palm and Dragon Fruit Farming
through Natural Farming & Value addition”

Dr. K. P. Baraiya, Smt. A. K. Baraiya

. Personal Profile

2. Problem/ challenge Faced

Name of farmer

Jentilal Nathubhai Faldu

Contact No.

9825425183

Address Res.

At. Jashapur, Ta. Kalavad, Dist.
Jamnagar

Address Farming As above

Age/D.O.B. 01.03.1964

Education 09 Standard (10 Std Fail)
Land holding 5.28 ha

Crops grown

Dragon fruit, date, mango,
custard apple, coriander,
chickpea, pea, okra,
groundnut, wheat, cumin

Livestock Cow-2 Gir breed

Business Organic  Farming, Animal
keeping & marketing with
Value addition

Special Innovative and Progressive

recognition farmer

Jentilal Nathubhai Faldu is only 9 class
educated, having 2 Gir cow, owns 5.28 ha
land with different ordinary cropping
pattern. He lived in village Jashapur Ta.
Kalavad of District Jamnagar.
He faces many challenges in his life listed
here
> Low education (9 Std.)
> Old age (60 Years)
» Labour Chryseis & high cost
» Poor understanding
» Lack of marketing
» High production cost
> High chemical fertilizer, pesticides etc.
usages.
> Resurgence of pest & Disease
» Poor soil fertility
> Lack of scientific technology know how
» From starting, grow traditional
cropping pattern wviz,, groundnut,
cotton, wheat, he used more pesticide
and Chemical fertilizer due to that
increase cost of cultivation and reduce
net profit.
» Before 2010, he was not in position to
repayment of crop insurance/loan
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3 | Description of innovative practice/technology

> Started cow based organic farming from 2010.
» Kept 2 Gir cow unit
» Date palm, Dragon fruit, Mango, Custard apple are main orchard.
chickpea, pea, okra, groundnut, wheat, cumin and other vegetables cultivation as
inter as well as sole crop
No hazardous effect of chemicals in this natural farming
Attractive packaging, value addition and direct marketing
application of Jivamrut and cow urine.
Processing Unit for Post-Harvest treatment for products.

Coriander,

After completion of education, he started CNC machine in Rajkot GIDC for
manufacturing of iron materials for two years. He has not success in this business. After, he
changed the business as diamond business at Surat (1980-1982). He shifted at Rajkot again
and started diamond business side by side he started farming in traditional way with his father
(1982 to 2010). During 2010, he joined from Jamnagar to “Mata na Madh” (Kutch district).
On the way, he shows date palm. Then, after contacted to many farmers of date palm
growers, and scientist of KVK and University at Kutch and Jamnagar also. Learn date palm
scientific farming practices from scientist of KVK Jamnagar.

Finally, Department of




Horticulture, encourage for providing subsidy for plantation of the date palm plantation.
Distance for the 30 x 30 feet =47 plants per acre shown in two acre (94 plants @ 2500/sapling
with 1250 subsidy. The KVK and ATMA officers inspired for value addition, as well as cow
based organic farming. Frequent visit of Date Palm Research Station, Mundra for training and
cultivation of practices. His family supported him for cultivation, value addition, marketing
process for new innovations.

After success in the date palm cultivation, plantation of dragon fruit (during 2015) (red
variety) and custard apple (during 2017) with NMK variety.

During 2015, first time test dragon fruit by purchasing from Rajkot fruit market. Gain
knowledge of dragon fruit cultivation from KVK, Horticulture department and online. Know
history of dragon fruit as well as importance for health, origin, climate requirement etc. Then
decide to showing of dragon fruit at 2.5m X 3.7m distance = 432 pole per acre. Sapling bring
from Kutch @ Rs.100/sapling). With the help of subsidy from Department of Horticulture,
Jamnagar.

Silent features

One step chemical less produce

Direct selling of the product from farm.

Farm in on Kalavad-Rajkot high way

Health and hygienic produce

Best farmers award (Sardar Puraskar Award)
Life member of Indian Date Palm Society
Support to other farmers for marketing

Farmers to farmers dissemination of technology
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Practical utility

Labour saving,

Reduce weed problem

Reduce cost of cultivation

High marketing price

Consult him for value addition

Sales pieces of plants for sapling preparation to the nursery grower.
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Source of information

Continuous contact with KVK, Horticulture department and ATMA also exposure visit, he
motivates for date palm, Dragon fruit, custard apple and vegetable cultivation. He has
continuous active with social media and watch different video information from different
channels and you-tube. He attend many seminars, frequently visit of research station, KVK
and other special experts.

Economics/Profitability of innovative practice/ technology (costs and return) (per
intervention or area or household)

The comparison of innovative practice and non-innovative practice is 40% more profit
given below along with profitability.

Area Production Total Total Net
Year Crop ha. kg/ha Income Cost Rs. Income
Rs. Rs.
2010-11 | Date Palm 0.8 0 0 157500 -157500
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 475000 | 276000 199000
Total 475000 | 433500 41500
2012-13 | Date Palm 0.8 0 0 25000 -25000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 58000 | 250000 -192000
Total 58000 | 275000 -217000
2013-14 | Date Palm 0.8 3580 537000 35000 502000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 470000 | 300000 170000
Total 1007000 | 335000 672000
2014-15 | Date Palm 0.8 7520 1128000 45000 1083000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 450000 | 280000 170000
Total 1578000 | 325000 1253000
2015-16 | Dragon fruit 0.4 0 0 70000 -70000




Date Palm 0.8 7990 958800 45000 913800
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 390000 | 260000 130000
Total 1348800 | 375000 973800
2016-17 | Dragon fruit 0.4 1296 453600 30000 423600
Date Palm 0.8 13500 1350000 45000 1305000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 370000 | 276000 94000
Total 2173600 | 351000 1822600
2017-18 | Dragon fruit 0.4 5184 1296000 30000 1266000
Date Palm 0.8 14000 1400000 45000 1355000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 400000 | 250000 150000
Total 3096000 | 325000 2771000
2018-19 | Dragon fruit 0.4 8640 1728000 30000 1698000
Date Palm 0.8 12500 1250000 45000 1205000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 460000 | 220000 240000
Total 3438000 | 295000 3143000
2019-20 | Dragon fruit 0.4 10800 1620000 30000 1590000
Date Palm 0.8 13000 1300000 45000 1255000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 570000 | 250000 320000
Total 3490000 | 325000 3165000
2021-22 | Dragon fruit 0.4 11664 1341360 30000 1311360
Date Palm 0.8 13000 1300000 45000 1255000
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 650000 | 300000 350000
Total 3291360 | 375000 2916360
2022-23 | Dragon fruit 0.4 11232 1291680 30000 1261680
Vegetables & Field Crops 4.5 830000 | 325000 505000
Total 2121680 | 355000 1766680
8 | Potential: Acceptance level, horizontal spread of innovation and number of farmer
adopting
During the era of organic farming, she has appreciated for the cultivation of organic date
palm, dragon fruit and custard apple cultivation and started one steps in an innovative work.
His farm in on highway, then many farmers, consumers were visited his farm. He got many
awards for the animal keeping and Date palm and dragon fruit cultivation. TV channels has
special recorded his success story and broadcast. Many extension programmes organized at
Balaji Kharek Farm. Thus, horizontal of the technology in district as well as whole state
through telecasting.

9. lllustrate with high quality photos with caption, graphs
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Seminar attended on Date Palm Production
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Balaji Farm Sky view

% 3

=)

Best ATMA Farmer award 2017-
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Sardar patel sanshodhan
purashkar award (Organic
Farming (2018 19)

Dragon fruit weight

Date fruit packing
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Press note for Balaji Farm

Field view of Dragon frui & Date Palm Balaji Farm







